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OrthoCarolina Research Institute (OCRI) is committed to moving orthopedics forward through research, innovation, and education.
OCRI is an independent 501(c)3 that moves orthopedics forward by challenging the status quo, pioneering inventions, and innovating ways to help patients get better faster.

If there's a better way, we will find it. And when we find it, we share it.


About OCRI
The OrthoCarolina Research Institute (OCRI) is a nonprofit organization focused on advancing orthopedic care through research, education, and innovation. OCRI conducts a wide range of studies across orthopedic subspecialties, reshaping patient care for a healthier future in the Carolinas and beyond. In partnership with OrthoCarolina physicians, universities, and industry leaders, OCRI shares their results across the world, leading to better medical care, better patient outcomes, and better cost efficiency. To learn more or donate to OCRI, visit www.orthocarolinaresearch.org.
OrthoCarolina Research Institute is a fully registered and compliant 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. Our Tax ID number is #:01-0648145 and your donation is tax-deductible within the guidelines of US law.
Mission
OrthoCarolina Research Institute (OCRI) is committed to moving orthopedics forward through research, innovation, and education.
Vision
From pioneering inventions to innovating ways to help patients heal, OrthoCarolina Research Institute (OCRI) performs more orthopedic research than most major universities. Then we share our results across the world, leading to better medical care, better outcomes, and better cost efficiency.
Pillars
· Research: Notable Projects
· Opioid Reduction Research and Outreach: The opioid epidemic is one of the largest health crises affecting the United States today. OCRI developed and designed this initiative as an opioid use prevention and educational model with the ultimate goal of reducing the number of opioids prescribed for surgeries across healthcare systems. 
· CORE Talking Points: OCRI Core Press Release_May 7 (2).docx 
· Periprosthetic Joint Infection (PJI): Infections that involve a joint replacement are rare, extremely serious, and difficult to treat. Due to their expertise and commitment to research, OrthoCarolina's Periprosthetic Joint Infection (PJI) Center treats more of these patients, through referrals, than anyone else in the Southeast. With that volume of patients, researchers formulate groundbreaking treatment plans with success rates of over 90%. 
· Innovation in Amputee Care: The Reconstructive Center for Lost Limbs is a holistic, patient-focused clinic that is original to Charlotte.  Based on an overwhelming response from amputee patients, AR and VR (Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality) seem to help relieve their phantom limb pain while wearing the headsets. Because of these observations, OCRI and VR programming experts are putting therapeutic uses of virtual reality in amputee and brachial plexus populations to the test. 
· Sports/ Return to Play Initiative: Our goals with that study include creating safe, expedited protocols and positioning OCRI as a national leader in the understanding of Return to Sport outcomes as patients recover from ACL reconstruction, shoulder stabilization or hip arthroscopy procedures.   
· Education: By sharing our findings with the world through articles and presentations, we impact millions of people living with musculoskeletal conditions. Much of OCRI’s research has immediate and practical applications which are shared with the next generation of orthopedic professionals through a number of educational programs. Through OrthoCarolina’s dedicated healthcare providers who choose to teach our OrthoCarolina Physician Fellows, OCRI Research Fellows, Atrium Health Orthopedic Residents, and undergraduate and graduate students, we are proud to provide a variety of educational experiences.
· Innovation: Our goal, through research, is to improve the lives of our patients by increasing mobility, reducing cost and decreasing recovery time. We study new surgical techniques, new products and devices, and provide alternatives to traditional care for our patients.
Research
OCRI Physician-Fellow Handbook 2025 1-26-2026.docx
2025 Publication Tracker: 2025 Peer-Review Journal Publications.docx
Publication Totals: 
	
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Foot & Ankle
	7
	4
	11
	4
	8
	4

	Hand
	7
	10
	10
	15
	19
	13

	Hip & Knee
	42
	42
	31
	34
	24
	16

	Pediatrics
	3
	4
	2
	5
	4
	7

	Spine
	4
	3
	4
	1
	2
	2

	Sports
	20
	20
	24
	22
	20
	20

	Subspec. TOTAL
	83
	83
	82
	81
	77
	62

	WS Spine
	9
	3
	1
	1
	
	

	Quality
	7
	
	
	
	
	

	CORE
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	TOTAL
	99
	86
	83
	82
	77
	63



2025 Highlights:
· 11,453 unique patients OCRI interacted with in 2024 to move research forward
· 22 skilled research professionals and 84 healthcare practitioners fuel research
· 210 Active, ongoing investigator initiated studies (including 42 new studies in start up)
· 28 total FDA regulated, sponsored clinical trials underway (including 8 new studies in start up)
· 183 life-changing studies awaiting funding 
· 63 peer-reviewed manuscripts published by OrthoCarolina Researchers in 2025
· 87 research findings presented at national and international conferences in 2025 
· OCRI Board of Directors: 2025 Board Directory (1).xlsx
· Top Honors and Awards in 2025
· OCRI Executive Director Christi Cadd honored with Charlotte Business Journal Innovation & Advancements in Health Care award
· $950,000 Grant award: Carolinas Opioid Reduction Effort awarded from Duke Endowment/ (this is the 3rd grant from the Duke Endowment supporting opioid reduction initiatives
Education
· 4 students completed yearlong Davidson College Independent Study Internship; 4 new students started. 
· OCRI hosts annual continuing medical education event focused on a rotating list of orthopedic topics
· 44th Annual Oscar Miller Day Continuing Medical Education event held October 24th, 2025. We hosted 279 guests to highlight Sports trends and latest research
· OCRI hosting Bionic Reconstruction Conference (BReCON) in April 2026, a continuing education event focused on the latest breakthroughs in amputations surgery and prosthetic technology that makes life better for amputation patients

OCRI Key Talking Points
· The OrthoCarolina Research Institute’s primary goal is to improve orthopedic care through research, innovation, and education.  
· OCRI (OrthoCarolina Research Institute) exclusively partners with OC physicians and staff to collaborate on and conduct meaningful research that will solve common issues in orthopedic care, and advance new treatment throughout the orthopedic community.  
· Research results are published and freely available to any practitioner to adopt and implement. This model leads to wide-ranging effects and improvement in orthopedic care.  
·  Education is key to OCRI’s mission. The partnership between OCRI and OC results in attracting the best and brightest talent in the orthopedic world who want the ability to perform cutting edge research. 
· OCRI partners with acclaimed programs across the country including Cleveland Clinic, Mayo Clinic, Duke, and Johns Hopkins. 
· Often, OCRI affiliated physicians will serve as educators to rest of the field through publications, speaking engagements and consultant positions which both elevates the research and the importance of OCRI while improving orthopedic care for patients globally.  
· Once the research is completed, it is then submitted to prestigious medical journals so that it can be freely disseminated to other orthopedic physicians practicing all over the world.
Social Media
· Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ocresearchinst
· LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/orthocarolina-research-institute-inc
· Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orthocarolinaresearch
· YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@orthocarolinaresearchinsti7492
