

	Text Field: North Carolina Strengthen Opioid Misuse Prevention (STOP) Act
 
Limitations on Prescriptions for Acute Pain
 
OrthoCarolina practitioners comply with the Strengthen Opioid Misuse Prevention (STOP) Act of 2017.  Pursuant to the STOP Act, practitioners are prohibited from prescribing more than a five-day supply of any Schedule II or Schedule III opioid or narcotic upon the initial consultation and treatment of a patient for acute pain unless the prescription is for post-operative acute pain relief for immediate use following a surgical procedure, in which case the prescription cannot exceed a seven-day supply. 
 
Upon subsequent consultation for the same pain, practitioners may issue any appropriate renewal, refill, or new prescription for a targeted controlled substance. 
 
Acute pain is defined as pain, whether resulting from disease, accident, intentional trauma, or other cause, that the practitioner reasonably expects to last for three months or less. It does not include chronic pain or pain being treated as part of cancer care, hospice care, palliative care, or medication-assisted treatment for substance use disorder.


